To City Manager Tom Bonfield and the City Council of Durham,
I am writing to express my opposition to Central Park School For Children (CPSC), the Friends of Old North Durham Park, and their allies’ proposed master plan to modify old North Durham Park according to their private interests and with private money.

This plan reflects the private interests of CPSC and its partners rather than all residents, namely Old North Durham’s low-income, primarily Black and Latino residents who are also the park’s primary users. Durham’s City Council should not allow private investment to undermine democratic process and the public interest by allowing those who have the resources to mobilize large sums of money to determine how our public spaces are developed.

The democratic planning process has further been undermined by the fact that there have been no public meetings about this new plan. Rather, there have been private meetings among the plan’s proponents and Durham Parks and Recreation employees.

The city should maintain its original plan, passed in 2005, to ensure park access and to upgrade the existing regulation size soccer field, which is the park feature most used by the surrounding community and which the proposed plan will reduce to a smaller “practice field.”

As a Durham resident, I strongly urge the city to reaffirm its prior commitment to maintain and upgrade the park, including its full-size athletic field, as a public park under direct city management.

Sincerely,

