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MEMORANDUM

Date:
December 10, 2007

To: 
Mayor William Bell, Mayor Pro Tem Cora Cole-McFadden, Farad Ali, Eugene  Brown, Diane Catotti Howard Clement, Mike Woodard, Thomas Stith, Patrick Baker, Rhonda Parker, Beth Timson

From: 
Concerned Residents of Old North Durham

Re:  
Proposed Lease of Old North Durham Park to Central Park School for Children Foundation

We would like to raise a few issues that were left unresolved, or omitted entirely, during the City Council’s discussion of a proposed lease of Old North Durham Park to the Central Park School for Children (CPSC) Foundation, during the November 8 work session.  As several council members rightly noted, there is a clear divide in our community regarding this proposal, and there is clear opposition to the lease within the immediate community. This opposition was also expressed during the public meeting held on March 28, 2007, contrary to the claims made on November 8 that there was consensus support of the proposal among the neighbors and soccer leagues who use the park.

Several troubling issues remain. Foremost among them is the proposition that the design and use of this public park will be ceded to a private organization – an entity that has no structure of responsibility to the surrounding community. Therefore, whether or not CPSC claims to have the best interests of the community in mind, there are no mechanisms for us to hold it accountable for its decisions. We have already seen that the school’s idea of our neighborhood only represents one particular subgroup of our community, and that the needs and desires of the rest of the neighborhood have not been considered.

Following the November 8 city council meeting, Bob Chapman of CPSC described some of his organization’s basic wishes for the park. These included walking trails, a playground area, picnic areas, and open green space, as well as projects directed to the educational goals of the school, such as a climbing mountain and a bog. Both CSPC and the City Parks and Recreation Department have claimed that these improvements would benefit the whole community. 

However, nearly all of these amenities are already to be included in Durham’s Central Park, which is located less than two blocks from the school and from which the school derives its name. The great lawn, nature trails and picnic areas in the five-acre Central Park are easily accessible to all of Old North Durham. Why would they need to be recreated two blocks away, at the expense of an athletic field, which is extensively used and constitutes one of the only public spaces in our neighborhood?

Finally, we are concerned that the lease of this public space will open the door to its outright sale, as was the case with the public building that became CPSC at 710 Foster Street. The initial agreement between the City and the school was for a five year, five-month lease, but in the second year of the lease, the school purchased the building from the City without public notice of the sale. This precedent is particularly alarming given the gentrification that is already threatening to uproot the mostly working class African-American and Latino residents of our community.  The investors and developers in organizational leadership of the CPSC and other private organizations with whom they closely partner are actively contributing to the gentrification in our neighborhood.
It is for these many reasons that we adamantly oppose the leasing of the Old North Durham Park to the CPSC Foundation.  Old North Durham Park should remain a public park under public control.    
